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OR Student and Thesis Adviser Take Top Academic, Teaching Awards 
Friday, September 15, 2006
Naval Postgraduate School students and faculty received a broad range of outstanding achievement and
public service awards at the Summer Quarter Awards Ceremony in King Hall, Sept. 12.  Leading the
ceremony was Dean of Students Cmdr. Debbie Monroe.  Photo Gallery.
The Department of the Navy Superior Civilian Service Award was a first, never before presented as part
of a graduation ceremony.  Vice Adm. Roger Bacon, USN (Ret.) received the historic honor. 
The Monterey Council Navy League Award for Highest
Academic Achievement, the school’s top student academic
award, was presented to “triple crown” winner Lt. Cmdr.
Jason A. Bridges.  Bridges also received the prestigious
Chief of Naval Operations Award for Excellence in
Operations Research (OR) and the Military Operations
Research Society Stephen A. Tisdale Graduate Research
Award. 
Not coincidentally, the top award for faculty instruction, the
Richard W. Hamming Teaching Award, went to Bridge’s
thesis adviser, Operations Research Prof. Robert Dell.  Dell
guided Bridges’ research on optimizing the routing and coordination of airlift routes in theater. 
“Prof. Dell is awesome,” Bridges said after the ceremony.  “He’s a top performer, a pleasure to work with,
and a perfect example of why the NPS OR department is top ranked in the country.  In addition to faculty
quality and passion for teaching, the other big reason for choosing NPS is the interaction you get to have
with mid-career officers who bring a wealth of operational experience to the classroom. You can’t get that
anywhere else.”    
After graduation, Bridges reports to OPNAV as a strategic logistics and seabasing analyst.   
Lt. Lisa Sickinger was the recipient of the prestigious Surface Navy Association’s Award for Excellence in
Surface Warfare for her thesis research on the effectiveness of applying non-lethal weapons capabilities
developed for land use to the maritime environment. 
“The Chief of Naval Operations has said he wants this capability 100 percent off the shelf and available
for shipboard use as soon as possible, and that ONR is going to take the next step,” said Sickinger.  “For
my thesis research, I modeled sea-to-sea scenarios for the acoustic hailing device, which has
immediately surface ship force protection applications.  It’s already been successfully used by a cruise
ship to detect and deter potential terrorists.  
Sickinger agreed with Bridges when asked what she’d say to mid-career officers thinking about coming to
NPS. 
“You’re getting a top of the line education, where the No. 1 focus really is the students,” Sickinger said. 
“And, of course, there’s location, location, location.  I wouldn’t trade this opportunity for anything.”
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